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Introduction

The GCC Statistical Strategy for 2015-2020, adopted by the GCC
Ministerial Council, sets a number of strategic objectives, with an overall
aim to project the GCC region as a unified economic, social and
environmental agglomeration. To achieve this and other objectives, the
Strategy places a significant emphasis on developing and harmonizing
statistical work in all member countries. This includes implementing the
latest internationally and regionally adopted standard methodologies,
systems, classifications, etc., as well as developing human and
institutional capacities across the National Statistical Systems

National Accounts Statistics are among the priority statistical fields
identified in the Strategy because of the great importance to highlight
GCC countries as a unified economic bloc. One of the milestones agreed
by member countries is to establish the Supply-Use framework to
reconcile the various estimates of annual GDP.

In this context, GCC-Stat is organizing this regional workshop, with an
aim to strengthen capacities of staff working in this field in the member
countries.

Objectives

The main objectives of the workshop are:
e Strengthen the capacities of the participants in Supply and Use
Tables;
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Improve the quality of basic statistics and national accounts
through using SUT as a benchmark;

Promote statistical cooperation within the GCC region, including
the common classifications of products and industries for the
region.

Content

The workshop plans to discuss/review:

1.

The methodological aspects of benchmarking annual and
guarterly national accounts data to the newly compiled SUT to
be used as the benchmark year;

The distinction between benchmark/base year (which SUT are
prepared for) and “base” year which serves as the reference
year for which all GCC countries data must be re-based for
aggregation purposes in order to compute regional growth
rates, and to prepare other regional statistics;

Techniques of benchmarking and rebasing;

The experiences in SUT compilation in GCC countries by
countries presenting the most difficult aspects and well as the
benefits in improving basic statistics;

The GCC common classifications of products and industries at
the detailed levels to be used for SUT and other basic statistics,
as well as at the aggregate levels for the purpose of monitoring
the performance of the regional economy, and the cooperation
within it;
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6. Monitoring intra GCC trade of goods and services that are based
on SUT and common classification systems.

The workshop will also provide opportunities for hand-on practices with
in-class exercises, so that participants can be familiar with actual
benchmarking practices.

Expected Results

It is expected that, at the end of the workshop, the participants will be
familiar with:
- the basic concept of benchmarking, rebasing in economic
statistics and national accounting,

- the difference between the benchmark/base year and the
reference year,

- other aspects of SUT and regional cooperation through intra-
GCC trade.

Organization

The workshop is organized by GCC-Stat, and will take place in GCC-Stat
main office in Muscat, Sultanate of Oman, from 7 - 10 April 2019.

It takes the form of a working session, dealing with the content
mentioned above, as well as with other relevant questions/issues
brought by participants.

The workshop will also offer the opportunity to exchange experiences,
discuss challenges and propose best practice approaches to countries in
these fields.
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Speakers

The main speaker at this workshop is Dr. Viet Vu Quang, senior
international expert in National Accounts.

Participants

The workshop is intended for staff in National Statistics Offices in the
GCC countries, who are working on national accounts and supply and
use tables.

Preparation

1. Participants attending the workshop will need to have knowledge of
concepts related to the following :

- System of National Accounts (SNA)

- International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic
Activities (ISIC)

- Central Product Classification (CPC)

- Supply and Uses tables (SUT)

2. Participants should study the attached paper about "An overview of
economic indicators And quarterly accounts as short-term indicators"

3. Countries who will present their experiences in Supply and Use tables
should prepare a presentation to present it in the workshop.
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Language

The workshop will use both in Arabic and English, with available
interpretation.

Contact Information
For further technical information on the workshop, please contact:
= Ms. Asiya Mohammed AL Ghafri, GCC-Stat

Phone: +96824346487
E-mail: aalghafri@gccstat.org

For further logistical and administrative information on the workshop,
please contact:

=  Mr. Thani Al Hadi, GCC-Stat
Phone: +968-24346432
+968-99100011
E-mail: talhadi@gccstat.org
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Proposed Agenda Timing / ciudqil apidoll Jloell Jgan
Day 1-07 April 2019 ©2019 Jupl 07 Jgll o gyl
Participant Registration 08.30 AM 09.00 AM onSLad! Jumead
Opening ceremony 09.00 AM 09.30 AM
Objectives and organization of the workshop Jeall 3dyg eulaisy Cdlual
Administrative matters and introduction of participants OSHLALL casyandl 9 2ylsY1 Haadl
Adoption of the agenda Il Jous 51,3
Coffee Break 9.30 AM 9.50 AM 8 gall | il
Introduction to Supply and Use Tables (SUT) 9.50 AM 12:00 PM plasiwd| o o yall Jolus G Leudo
Bf;igzitgaglic;uggition of Supply and Use Tables (SUT) and Input- oyl 5 o3l Jolos 5 ‘alm}!l 5 adl Jsla) é)M‘ u—"l—“&‘
Input-output as an analytical model and its major analytical uses Aeess, ) Alylmn!) Lrlol il g g‘-.n-lﬁgi}ds il yzelly s Ll
The relationship between SUT and I-O: Conversion of SUT to I-O Jolir gz ilamyzell g cMs-ull Jolax o plaziadl g oo yall Joluz (o 28MMall
lepgll g s Al Jglus J) plasiadl g ooyl
Principle of classification of products and economic activities and the 9 ool Jolua 3 Legrlahais 2o lad¥ Al dd¥l 5 clxnll Cayivas gl
application in SUT -
plaseiad|
Lunch break 12.00 PM 1.00 PM sluatl ds il
1.00 PM 3.00 PM

Exercises on SUT and I-O and mathematical operations using
Excel
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Use of benchmark SUT: Benchmarking, rebasing and linking 10.50 AM 12:00 PM B Jagomiig Ao phl Goledll sal il g (ayall Jolused (o) Goledll pf dsei
when base-year changes every 5 or 10 years ' ' i 10915 IS ol By s Lo Jas I g oLl
Lunch break 12.00 PM 1.00 PM elaatl do i
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integration of GCC countries

Day 4 - 10 April 2019

Discussion on the common CPC and ISIC classifications of GCC

Other issues in SUT: FISIM 09.00 AM 10.30 AM
ilea A2
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Discuss a proposal to monitor economic cooperation and 1.00 PM 3.00 PM
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